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Child Friendly Budgeting in Jordan

Child Friendly Budgeting in Jordan
began in early 2009. The United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
National Council for Family Affairs
(NCFA) and the Government of
Jordan conducted a budget study to
make observations on whether the
amount of money allocated to
children’s programs was sufficient to
provide adequate services for all
children and to allow for the fulfilment
of children’s rights. The budgets for
the Ministry of Education, Health,
Social Development and Labour were
analysed. Similar Child Friendly
Budget  projects have been
conducted in a number of developing
and middle income countries but the
Jordan project is the first of its kind in
the Arab Region.

The ongoing plans for Child Friendly
Budgeting in Jordan include in-depth
training of government officials,
awareness raising campaigns, and
the production of Child Friendly
Budgeting monitoring reports. Child
Friendly Budgeting will be rolled out
to additional ministries with support
from the Ministry of Finance and the
existing partnership will be expanded
to include additional organisations.

What is Child Friendly Budgeting?

The aim of Child Friendly Budgeting
is to achieve well-being for all
children, to fulfil their rights and
provide them with the opportunity to
develop to their full potential. This will
be achieved through efficient and
effective spending on children, within
a country’s available resources,
without compromising other govern-
ment objectives.

What are the key elements of Child
Friendly Budgeting?

The key elements of Child Friendly
Budgeting are:

. A strategy to ensure the
government budget allows for the
fulfilment of children’s rights.

. Ongoing budget monitoring of
the government budget

. Community and child participa-
tion in budget processes

. Ensuring key budget items i.e.
health, education and social services
are protected particularly in times of
economic downturn

How will a Child Friendly Budget
be achieved in Jordan?

Achieving a Child Friendly Budget
needs a number of years and the

involvement of a range of organisations




where sufficient funds are allocated to
all child programs when preparing the
budget. The National Council for
Family Affairs (NCFA) and UNICEF
have a long history of partnership with
the Government in collaborating on
delivery and research programs to
promote child rights. The NCFA will
be the executing agency of the
project and will continue to provide
co-ordination and technical input to
policies and strategies and distribute
information and reports. UNICEF will
support the NCFA in providing techni-
cal input to policy and strategy, assist
government ministries in implement-
ing Child Friendly Budgeting and will
commission research on child rights
and services. To ensure these
efforts are sustainable, the Child
Friendly = Budgeting  partnership
needs to be expanded to include
other organisations.

How can other organisations join the
Child Friendly Budgeting project?
Non-governmental organisations and
Community Based Organisations
which focus on women and children’s
services and rights are key to Child
Friendly Budgeting.

Organisations who wish to become
involved can make contact with the
National Council for Family Affairs or
UNICEF where the Child Friendly
Budgeting project will provide a

permanent forum to coordinate
efforts. The role they can play is to
contribute to advocacy, research and
implementation of Child Friendly
Budgeting initiatives. For example, an
education organisation can conduct
research and provide models of
service delivery which can assist the
Government of Jordan with ideas on
how they can use their scarce
resources in the most effective way.
Social Development organisations
can contribute to achieving a Child
Friendly Budget through partnering
with the government in delivering
services.

How can the public become
involved in Child Friendly Budgeting?
One of the aims of the Child Friendly
Budget Project is to improve the
public input and participation in the
budget process. There are already
opportunities for public participation
in the budget process but these are
not utilised. Through the provision of
an annual child budget monitoring
report the public can become
informed on trends and patterns in
child spending. They can use this
knowledge to advocate for broader
participation in budget forums and
can lobby for the effective use of
government funds to benefit all
children in Jordan.
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