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4. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
¥ %, IN JORDAN: FACT SHEET

(On the 2nd of December 1980,\

Jordan signed the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) and ratified
this international human rights
instrument on the 1st of July
1992. Within its commitments to
implementing the Convention,
the Kingdom has submitted the
required annual reports to the
CEDAW Committee — the first and
second in 1993 and the third and
Kfourth in 2005. )

2 >Violence against women is a global
issue, not limited to certain peoples. Violence
against women and young girls is also a
human rights problem, as well as a health
and social predicament, and, before anything
else, it abuses their lives. Violence has grave
consequences on the abused women and
their children, as well as the family and the
society at large.

What is Violence Against Women?

> >Violence against women is defined as
“any act perpetrated against a woman and
resulting in physical, sexual or mental harm,
or in any form of suffering, such as coercion,
compulsion or denial of human rights,
irrespective of whether such act takes place
in the framework of family relations, social
relations, or occupational relations”

Factors Conducive to Violence

> >Recent studies indicate that there are
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no direct causes for violence. Yet, some
"risk factors” have to be reckoned with. The
perpetrator may use these factors as excuses
for his/her violent behavior. These factors
include deteriorating economic conditions,
low levels of education and knowledge, and
lack of dialogue within the family. Other
risk factors include the types of programs
broadcast over the media, which encourage
and foster violent behavior. These and other
factors are all conducive to the occurrence of
violence within the family, where women and
children are, in most cases, the victims.

Family Violence Against Women in
Jordan: Facts and Statistics

® Family Protection Department (FPD)
statistics indicate that a total of 1,764 cases
were reported in 2006, of which 794 were
referred to the judiciary (731 cases of sexual
assault and 63 of physical assault).

® In 2006, the Ministry of Social
Development (MOSD) dealt with 1,200
cases of violence against women.

® As of the 31st of December 2007, the
Family Reconciliation House (Dar AL Wefaq
), operating under the MOSD umbirella,
dealt with, and provided emergency or
temporary shelter to 290 women and 54
children.

® According to Ministry of Education
(MOE) statistics, 48 cases of violence,
involving both male and female students,
were reported in 2006.

® |n 2006, the Sisterhood is Global
Institute (SIGI) dealt with 3,146 women,
including a sizeable number of abused




women. This figure includes the number of
women who visited the Institute seeking
various services, including legal and social
consultancies, as well as help in marital
disputes.

® The National Forensic Medicine Center
deals annually with an average of 700 cases
of sexual abuse of women. In 2006, a total
of 120 murders were committed against
women, including 18 cases classified and
recorded as “honor crimes!

® The National Center for Human Rights
(NCHR) deals with around 200 complaints
of violence every year.

§ In 2007, the Family Awareness and
Guidance Center dealt with 2,122 cases of
violence against women.

® |n 2007, MIZAN, the Law Group for
Human Rights, dealt with 225 cases.
Additionally, 492 women personally visited
MIZAN, while 2,791 contacted the Group by
telephone. Since the year 2000, MIZAN has
monitored a total of 2,158 cases of abused
women and dealt with 22,116 visiting
women seeking the MIZAN services.

® During the period 1999-2006, the
Jordanian Women'’s Union received 775
abused women, who were transferred
to the Unions home together with 190
accompanying children. During the same
period, the Union's hot-line received
more than 14,000 calls and the Children’s
Guesthouse dealt with 3,500 families.

®  TheMinistryof Justicecompilesstatistics
on family violence cases. A database has
been established to store data transcribed

fromresponsestoaquestionnaire especially
designed for family violence cases. The
questionnaire was distributed among
courts in the Kingdom and covered family
violence cases during 2006 and 2007. These
statistics reveal that, until now, the total
number of violence-related cases stands
at 132 reported by 11 courts (two courts
of First Instance, and nine Conciliation
courts. There were 109 offences of cases
of injury and disablement for less than
10 days i.e. 82.6% of the total number of
family violence offences included in the
questionnaire, e.g., slander, libel, scorn, and
indecent liberties. The process of receiving
questionnaires from the courts is still going
on.

From the figures reported by the various
institutions involved in violence against
women, the following may be concluded:

m  Undoubtedly, there is a problem in
measuring violence, which reflects inability to
identify violence against women because the
real picture is not complete. This is attributed
to lack of any national monitoring system,
through which the size of the problem may
be determined. Each institution keeps its own
figures. Furthermore, it is difficult to measure
violence, which is a global problem.

m  Some institutions do not document
the cases they deal with. The result is lack of
figures and statistics.

m It is not possible to compute ratios,
averages and rates for comparison purposes
from available figures. Thus, future planning
and monitoring becomes difficult.

m The real numbers of abused women are

invariably confused with the numbers of
women calling on institutions to seek counsel
in the various areas.

What do we conclude from the
majority of studies on violence in

Jordan?

® |n most, if not all cases, men are the
perpetrators of violence against women.

§ Violence is inflicted against women by
male relatives, e.g., husband, father, brother,

® Most of the violence offences within
the family target women. FPD statistics
for 1998-2000 indicate that most of the
reported 1,112 cases of family violence,
mainly indecent assault and attempted
murder, target women.

® Physical violence does not occur in
isolation of mental and verbal violence.

® \Violenceagainstwomenisnotrestricted
to a single social stratum, but extends to all
categories in most of the societies.

® \Violence against a wife is a result of
psychological disorders suffered by either
spouse, because of his/her inability to
tolerate frustration, and psychological
stress, his/her weak sense of responsibility,
selfishness, jealousy and lack of emotional
satisfaction. In this regard, studies indicate
that most of the perpetrators of violence
have shaky personalities or suffer from
psychological tension problems.

® The level of violence against wives
is inversely proportionate to the family’s
economic standard.

® There is a relation between the
husband’s employment and violence
against his wife. Unemployment means a
lower economic standard, as well as the
husband’s inability to meet the family’s
daily requirements. It creates psychological
stresses caused by frustration because
of failure to find a job opportunity and
a feeling of emptiness, which leads to a
state of psychological tension that reflects
negatively on marital relations.

® Some Jordanians believe that beating
wives, sisters and children is justified.

Characteristics of institutions, gaps and
challenges facing violence against women
services in Jordan:
The framework, within which institutions
involved in violence against women, work, is
summarized as follows:

1. Planning and policy making

2. Enacting and amending legislation

3. Protection, including awareness and

training

4. Referral and provision of care and

protection against violence

5. Studies and research

6. Monitoring and evaluation

® Most of the institutions involved in
protecting women against violence are
governmental, in contrast to the situation
in other countries, where the voluntary
sector plays a leading role in this area.

® Most of the institutions involved in
protecting women against violence work
in accordance with a clear philosophy,
while others work haphazardly, without
any lucid philosophy or policy.




® Alarge percentage of these institutions ® Working on qualifying the required
provide a wide spectrum of direct care human cadres to deal with cases of
and protection services, eg., health, violence,

psychological, legal and social services,
without the necessary infrastructure and in
the absence of specialized personnel.

® Re-vamping the communication
discourse on violence against women and
training media personnel;

® Most of the institutions keep records of
the women they serve, either at the level
of awareness or at the level of providing
direct care to the abused women. Other

® The importance of comprehensive
awareness programs addressing the
legislative and services aspects of violence;

institutions do not keep any records ® Establishing a national database
or figures, which affects the process of to connect all the parties dealing with
identifying the real size of the problem and violence;

of following up on the cases. o , o
® Establishing national monitoring and

® Most of the activities are linked evaluation programs.
to financing, which raises the issue of
sustainability of services.

® |[nstitutions specialized in providing
care and protection to abused women are
very limited in number.

® Despite the development of national
policies for protection against violence,
these policies still lack implementation on
the ground.

The following are the most important issues
that need to be addressed

in order to achieve an integrative vision for
dealing with violence:

® Focusing on participatory  (Multi

disciplinary ) approaches; This document was prepared as part of the "Advocacy
and Awareness Raising Project for Violence against
Women""VAW” project, implemented by the National
Council for Family Affairs in collaboration with the
* Working on integrating services, and USAID funded Private Sector Project for Women's
Health/ PSP

® Developing regulations and ordinance
that clarify Family Violence Protection Law.

guaranteeing the distribution of these

services; 2008




